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BOARD OF APPEALS, CITY & COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

 
Appeal of           Appeal No. 22-079 
JOSHUA KLIPP, ) 
                                                                     Appellant(s) )  
 ) 
vs.                                                                                               ) 
 )   
SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC WORKS                                         ) 
 BUREAU OF URBAN FORESTRY,  ) 
 Respondent  
 
 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT on November 3, 2022, the above named appellant(s) filed an appeal with the Board 
of Appeals of the City and County of San Francisco from the decision or order of the above named department(s), 
commission, or officer.  
 
The substance or effect of the decision or order appealed from is the ISSUANCE on October 20, 2022 to UCSF, of a 
Public Works Order (APPROVAL to remove 28 street trees with replacement; UCSF will demolish an existing hospital 
building and the new hospital building will require extensive health-care specific utilities which will require removal of the 
trees) at 401 Parnassus Avenue. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS ORDER NO. 207226 
 
FOR HEARING ON December 14, 2022 
 
Address of Appellant(s):                  Address of Other Parties:  

 
Joshua Klipp, Appellant(s) 
884 Kansas Street 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
 

 
UCSF, Determination Holder(s) 
c/o Morgan Vaisset-Fauvel, Agent for Determination 
Holder(s) 
UCSF Parnassus Campus 
401 Parnassus Ave. 
San Francisco, CA 94143 
 
 
 

 
 



      Date Filed: November 3, 2022 
 
CITY & COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO  
BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT FOR APPEAL NO. 22-079     
 
I / We, Joshua Klipp, hereby appeal the following departmental action: ISSUANCE of Order No. 207226  by the 

San Francisco Public Works Department which was issued or became effective on: October 20, 2022, to: 

UCSF, for the property located at: 401 Parnassus Avenue.  
 

BRIEFING SCHEDULE:  
 
The Appellant may, but is not required to, submit a one page (double-spaced) supplementary statement with this 
Preliminary Statement of Appeal. No exhibits or other submissions are allowed at this time. 
 
Appellant's Brief is due on or before:  4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 23, 2022 (note: this is one day 
earlier than the Board’s regular briefing schedule due to the Thanksgiving holiday). The brief may be up to 
12 pages in length with unlimited exhibits.  It shall be double-spaced with a minimum 12-point font.  An electronic 
copy shall be emailed to: boardofappeals@sfgov.org, julie.rosenberg@sfgov.org, chris.buck@sfdpw.org and 
morgan.vaisset-fauvel@ucsf.edu. 
 
Respondent's and Other Parties' Briefs are due on or before: 4:30 p.m. on December 8, 2022, (no later than one 
Thursday prior to hearing date).  The brief may be up to 12 pages in length with unlimited exhibits.  It shall be 
doubled-spaced with a minimum 12-point font.  An electronic copy shall be emailed to: boardofappeals@sfgov.org, 
julie.rosenberg@sfgov.org, chris.buck@sfdpw.org and Joshuaklipp@gmail.com.   
 
Hard copies of the briefs do NOT need to be submitted to the Board Office or to the other parties. 
 
Hearing Date: Wednesday, December 14, 2022, 5:00 p.m., Room 416 San Francisco City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. 
Goodlett Place.  The parties may also attend remotely via Zoom.  Information for access to the hearing will be 
provided before the hearing date. 
 
All parties to this appeal must adhere to the briefing schedule above, however if the hearing date is changed, the 
briefing schedule MAY also be changed. Written notice will be provided of any changes to the briefing schedule.  
 
In order to have their documents sent to the Board members prior to hearing, members of the public should email 
all documents of support/opposition no later than one Thursday prior to hearing date by 4:30 p.m. to 
boardofappeals@sfgov.org.  Please note that names and contact information included in submittals from members 
of the public will become part of the public record. Submittals from members of the public may be made 
anonymously.  
 
Please note that in addition to the parties' briefs, any materials that the Board receives relevant to this appeal, 
including letters of support/opposition from members of the public, are distributed to Board members prior to hearing. 
All such materials are available for inspection on the Board’s website at www.sfgov.org/boa. You may also request a 
hard copy of the hearing materials that are provided to Board members at a cost of 10 cents per page, per S.F. 
Admin. Code Ch. 67.28.  
 
 
The reasons for this appeal are as follows:  
 
Not submitted. 
 
Appellant:  Joshua Klipp filed the appeal by email. 
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  San Francisco Public Works 
 General – Director’s Office 

49 South Van Ness Ave., Suite 1600 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

        (628) 271-3160    www.SFPublicWorks.org 

 

Public Works Order No: 207226 

THIS ORDER SUPERSEDES ORDER 207220 
Not all parties were notified. Please note the appeal window has been updated.  

The Director of Public Works held a Public Hearing on Monday, September 26th, 2022, commencing at 
5:30 PM via teleconference to consider several items related to tree removals. The hearing was held 
through videoconferencing to allow remote public comment. 
 
The hearing was to consider Order No. 207112 (permit application 792615) the removal of twelve (12) 
street trees and sixteen (16) significant trees with replacement at 401 Parnassus Ave. Public Works 
staff approved the removals, and the public protested. 
 
Findings: 
The Department’s presentation was made by Daniel Hoffman, Bureau of Urban Forestry. 
 
The application for removal was submitted by the property owner (UCSF Parnassus Campus). The 
applicant will demolish an existing hospital building and the new hospital building(s) will require 
extensive health-care specific utilities which will require removal of the trees.  
 
The applicant conducted extensive outreach to the adjacent neighborhoods. The applicant has 
committed to planting two for one replacement trees adjacent to and within the nearby neighborhood, 
with the locations of new trees selected with input from members of the neighboring communities 
during public outreach events.  
 
Public Works staff approved the removals. During the hearing it was stated that sixteen (16) of the 
trees were significant trees (trees on private property but within a 10’ PROW). However, the width of 
the public right-of-way has been confirmed as 15’ ft. measured from the face of the curb and all 
twenty-eight (28) subject trees are considered street trees. 
 
Members of the public have protested this removal stating that the applicant should take a more 
creative approach to working with the trees and planning around them. The public expressed concerns 
about maintenance of new trees and the loss of existing canopy for much smaller replacement trees, 
citing the fact that large trees provide more benefits and that new young trees are susceptible to 
vandalism and mortality during the establishment period.  
 
Recommendation: 
After consideration of correspondence and testimony provided, the recommendation is to approve the 
removal of the trees with replacement as outlined in the application.  
 

Appeal: This Order and permit no. 792615 may be appealed to the Board of Appeals within 15 days of 
October 20th, 2022. 

DocuSign Envelope ID: AC51ED23-E331-465F-8524-30717281BD66

http://www.sfpublicworks.org/


 
Board of Appeals  
49 South Van Ness Ave. suite 1475 (14th Floor) 
San Francisco, CA 94103  
Phone: 628.652.1150 Email: Boardofappeals@sfgov.org  
NOTE: Board of Appeals office is closed until further notice, due to COVID-19 
 
Due to COVID-19 social distancing measures, more information about how to file an appeal can be 
obtained by calling 628-652-1150 or by emailing the Board of Appeals at Boardofappeals@sfgov.org. 
For additional information on the San Francisco Board of Appeals and to view the Appeal Process 
Overview, please visit their website at http://sfgov.org/bdappeal/ 
 

 

 

X
Ko, Albert J

Engineer

      

@SigAnk1       
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M6ix9buPvlgJxhNNMl9lAQ0cimjhslNt/view?usp=sharing


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KGgof35LCvjneXapbQE2OR62LxdaxzY0?usp=share_link
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https://tinyurl.com/2ymuuj7d


https://youtu.be/PmfT-ICyddU
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https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_francisco/latest/sf_publicworks/0-0-0-4154
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M6ix9buPvlgJxhNNMl9lAQ0cimjhslNt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uCG2ik1vgH2bEaNc8EcmgNZOPw-zmHWs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OWXOhJSWZEOMPgbYsJ5szKSq2RePj_0O/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pZxr7bf8ZusTVL-5VXcSGYleIZzdauMU/view?usp=sharing
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Appendix D: HortScience Aborist NHPH Report
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Appendix G: example BUF excel files cut-well
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